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MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 7, 2021 

REGULAR BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

 
The regular meeting of the Pierce County Fire Protection District No. 27 Board of Fire Commissioners was 

held at 12207 Lake Josephine Blvd, Anderson Island, Washington. Commissioner Dale Porterfield called the 

meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. Commissioner Colleen Adler, Commissioner Dave Albertson, Chief Jim Bixler, 

and Administrative Assistant (A/A) Elizabeth Vickstein attended. Also in attendance: Captain Jeff Hayes.  

Excused: Assistant Chief (A/C) Jay Wiggins and A/A Ramona Wheeler. 

READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes of August 17, 2021, Regular Board Meeting were presented. Commissioner Albertson made a 

motion to accept the minutes. Commissioner Adler seconded the motion. Motion passed.  

 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS & BOARDS 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Secretary to the Board provided a report on communications received by the District regarding our mutual aid 

agreement with McNeil Island. In accordance with the Governor’s Proclamation 21-14, McNeil authorities 

will be requiring documentation of our staff’s vaccine status. Furthermore, they will also require vaccine cards 

from District members before they are allowed to disembark on McNeil Island. If these stipulations are not 

met, the District’s mutual aid agreement with McNeil Island will be considered void, even though McNeil 

currently has only two fire personnel, neither of whom meet minimum NFPA requirements. At the time of the 

agreement’s inception, the expectation of mutual aid was sustainable. After review and discussion, 

commissioners unanimously agreed that the District return a communication giving the requisite 30-day notice 

of the agreement’s termination. Commissioner Adler then requested the creation of a reference document that 

reflects major changes to the District (i.e., inter-local agreements), for leadership and future fire chiefs.  

The Secretary shared information from a phone discussion with the vaccination team on the island. Any 

Fire Department members who want to obtain vaccines are invited to do so at the clinic to be held tonight 

(day of this Board meeting). We continue to collect data on the requirements of Proclamation 21-14. 

According to Attorney Joe Quinn, other volunteer stations have also expressed concern about the 

practicality of enforcing this mandate and the effect it will have on staffing. Each fire department is 

required to create their own exemption forms; we will continue to consult with Mr. Quinn on these matters. 

REVIEW OF RESOLUTIONS 

Resolution #2021-34 Payroll & Expense vouchers #27210440 – #27210462 in the amount of $18,775.18 was 

available for review and discussion. After review and discussion, Commissioner Adler made a motion to 

approve. Commissioner Albertson seconded. Motion passed. 
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CHIEF’S REPORT 

Labor Day Holiday: Chief reported that the Labor Day weekend was largely uneventful in terms of 

emergency situations requiring District response, despite several community activities.  

Utility 27: Chief Bixler provided an update, reporting that Utility 27’s batteries and battery charger have 

been replaced. Chief commented that this is only the second time the vehicle has needed work since it was 

first purchased, and it continues to be a great District asset. 

Fuel Shortage: Gas supplies ran out at the General Store over the holiday weekend. Chief expressed 

concern regarding rationed gasoline and the need for supplying emergency District vehicles. It was 

proposed that we examine the feasibility of installing a tank of regular fuel at the fire station, in addition 

to our diesel tank. Commissioners unanimously agreed. Commissioner Adler thanked Chief Bixler for 

evaluating these challenges and associated risks to the District. 

TRAINING OFFICER REPORT 

Chief Bixler presented the training report. Recruit Academy for new volunteers begins this weekend, on 

Saturday, September 11. Academy will take place every weekend through the end of the month.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Capital Building Project: Chief Bixler shared an update on the Capital Building Project. Doors are currently 

being installed, and the bases for the cabinet and flooring are scheduled to be installed this week. Garage doors 

should arrive this month. No completion date currently. All appliances for the capital building project have 

arrived. Commissioner Porterfield inquired whether the refund from non-delivered appliances should be kept 

for future appliance charges. Chief assured the Board appliance purchases and refund will be evaluated. 

Emergency Plan: Commissioner Adler provided the update for the Emergency Plan, reporting that she and 

Captain Reynolds attended a meeting with the Department of Emergency Management (DEM). Commissioner 

Adler commented that she was impressed with the County’s response, and the Pierce County Sheriff’s Office 

also sent a representative to the meeting. There are several plans being created with several agencies and 

stakeholders. Commissioner Adler expressed that another meeting between Chief Bixler, A/C Wiggins, Capt. 

Reynolds and herself would be advantageous, as the District continues to work on our in-house plan. 

Copier Contract Review: Chief Bixler stated this is still in process. 

Volunteer Banquet: Chief Bixler provided the update for the Volunteer Banquet. He has been in contact with 

Troy McCulloch at the Riviera Lakeshore Restaurant as well as Snuffin’s Catering. The District is still awaiting 

the price breakdown and quote from the restaurant. Chief commented that we will continue to examine other 

possible alternatives. 

Website Redesign: A/A Vickstein provided the report for the Website Redesign, and screenshots of the website 

build in-progress were provided to commissioners. We are testing different Wix functions, working on site 

design, content writing, and migration of existing content from our current website. There will be three main 

phases of implementation; we are in the middle of phase one. The District will plan to curate images 

specifically for the site during upcoming training. Commissioner Porterfield expressed concern with the 

obsolescence of websites versus apps. A/A Vickstein assured the Board that professional and government 

websites continue to be necessary in the foreseeable future; no other local fire departments we researched 

currently have apps available. Commissioner Adler asked that the website contain the information for Pierce 

County alerts, and A/A Vickstein assured the Board that the new website would have that feature. In addition, 

A/A Vickstein informed the Board that the District’s new website should be live by the end of 2021. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 None. 

PUBLIC INPUT 

None. 

2021 BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE 

Sep 21, 2021  3:00 PM 

Oct 5, 2021  3:00 PM 

Oct 19, 2021  3:00 PM 

Nov 2, 2021  3:00 PM 

Nov 16, 2021  3:00 PM 

Dec 7, 2021  3:00 PM 

Dec 21, 2021  3:00 PM 

ADJOURN 

There being no further business for discussion, the meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

ATTEST:      Colleen Adler, Commissioner 

 

_____________________________________ 

David Albertson, Commissioner 

 

_____________________________________ 

Dale Porterfield, Commissioner 

_________________________________ 

James R. Bixler, Secretary to the Board 


